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ence must be aware when he is reminded 
of the frequent applications simply for an opin- 
ion of the character of a disease. It has become 
an almost daily occurrence for the sick, to call 
on a physician, and say to him—*“ Doctor, I do 
not wish you to prescribe for me; I only want 
you to tell me, what my disease is.” Why 
do they seek this information? It is because 
they believe, that if they only know what their 
disease is, the cure is easy ;—“it comes of 
itself,” 

We have assumed that for all useful pur- 
poses we know enough of diseases. And, even | 
in the allopathic school we see here and there 
an indication of the same views of this matter ; 
for this school, has actually proposed the next 
important question: “How may diseases be | 
cured 1” Now, we contend, that every rational | 
attempt to answer this question will give pro- | 
gression to homa@opathy. In our judgement, 
in the very nature of the thing, it cannot be 
otherwise. In no one instance as yet, so far as | 
we know, has this question been considered, | 
but the insufficiency, and in some instances, 
the utter uselessness of the. allopathic materia 
medica has been acknowledged. Propose the 
question, “‘ How may diseases be cured?” and 
it is at once perceived, that an exact knowledge 
of what remedial! agents can do in the human 
system is essential to furnish the answer. It! 
is the very first necessary thing to be done. 
Can the materia medica and therapeutics of 
allopathy furnish this information? They 
cannot. Where then shall we gofor it? To 
the homeeopathic school, its materia medica and 
therapeutics. Gentlemen may sneer and ridi- 
cule this view of the subject; but we assert a 
truth ;—to the materia medica pure of Hahne- 
mann we must come,—it cannot be avoided. 

The evidence that the plan of Hahnemanao 
to form a materia medica, and a true “system of 
therapeutics is so clear, so natural, so strong, 
and so convincing, that the conviction and con- 
firmation of its truth, is forced upon us; it will 
not—it cannot be resisted. 

The old school is destitute of a materia me- 
dica; and as a consequence, it has no thera- 
peutics; that is, not knowing the remedial 
agents, it can have no rules for their applica- 
tion in diseases. 

Another argument full of force, and tending 
to the same point is this ;—that the doctrine of 
specifics is assuming an importance in the 
allopathic school. She has acknowledged the 
principle already, and the term has been em- 
ployed by her writers for along time. And, 








although, the french school has of late years 
tried to prove that there is no such thing as 
specifics in medicine, which she thought was 
necessary to do,to give plausibility and the 
semblance of truth to her pathology and physi. 
ology, yet she has failed to do it ; and at this 
moment, the conviction lives in the great minds 
of the profession, that drugs have a specific 
effect in the cure of diseases. Therefore we 
think it clear, that whenever the doctrine oj 
specifics prevails, as it surely will, for this doc. 
trine must be received, or a true materia me. 
dica, and a true system of therapeutics can 
never be formed,—and as this will be accom. 
plished,—homa@opathy must necessarily pro. 
gress, for it is a part of it. 

We know well that few of the elder members 
of the profession can receive the"doctrines of 
Hahnemann, because they have been taugh: 
other doctrines ; and from their youth up they 
have carefully excluded all doubts of every 
thing in which they were instructed. We are 
not of those who declaim harshly against those 
of the profession who do not see with our eyes; 
we would be unreasonable to do so. We can- 
not, as some have done, count all physicians 
who oppose homeopathy as knaves or fools ; 
for many of them are men of great ability 
and of undoubted integrity. The doctrines 
and practice of Hahnemann are so unlike those 
which have prevailed for hundreds of years, 
that the entiquity of the latter, is felt as a pow- 
erful obstacle to the reception of the former. 
For so deeply rooted are the doctrines, but es- 
pecially the practice of the ancients, that we 
can but wonder, how Hahnemann ever secured 
a single convert from among the educated of 
the profession: so difficult is it for the well-in- 
structed physician to leave the beaten track, 
which thousands upon thousands have trod for 
2000 years: under these circumstances, that 
homeeopathy should have progressed at all, is 
evidence of its truth. It has met with all sorts 
of opposition—yet it progresses. 

It shall be our purpose, and it is that of ho 
mceopathy to answer the question ; “ How may 
diseases be cured?” We contend that the prin- 
ciple similia similibus curantur is the true law 
of cure, and the only legitimate and scientific 
rule to guide the physician in his selection of 
remedies for the sick ; this can bardly be ques 
tioned by any who thoroughly understand and 
are able fully to comprehend it, in its extent 
and relations. It may fairly be considered the 
established law in medicine ;—it conflicts with 
none other, and is found to be invariable in is 
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operations. Were this not so, it would have 
been long since discovered by those interested 
in medicine and in science generally, and com- 
petent to test its applicability and truth. 

That it is so,we have abundant and overwhelm- 
ing testimony, of a positive and irrefragable 
character, to prove. We may, therefore, insist, 
as a matter of fact, that this law in therapeutics 
is true ;—that drugs, will cure conditions in the 
sick, similar to such as they produce in the 
healthy. 

Being true, it stands as a basis of practical 
medicine. It requires that in the administration 
of remedies to dynamically disturbed or dis- 
eased conditions of the system, the physician 
shall select such as are known to be capable of 
producing similar conditions; the effects of 
which upon the system, shall resemb/e the effects 
produced by the cause of the disturbance, in 
each case of sickness. This law has governed 
for years, thousands of scientific physicians in 
all parts of the civilized world ; wncenditionally 
have they adhered to it as true and immutable. 
“ The genius of Hahnemann has erected a sys- 
tem of practical medicine, raising it to a rank 
of positive science, and replacing conjecture by 
asound and unerring principle. It has not 
only maintained its position, but has been pro- 
gressing during fifty-five years of severe trial 
and persecution, and is therefore not likely to 
share the fate of other new (so called) systems 
which its adversaries have been so ready to 


predict.” 


“ The disciples of Hahnemann, of whom a 
smal] number had collected round bim from the 
beginning, shared the persecution of their illus- 
trious master ; and the fierceness of opposition 
to him and his system grew more violent and 
uncompromising, in proportion as its advo- 
cates, both professional and unprofessional, in- 
creased. However, opposition to a practical 
science like Homoeopathy, where facts prod uce 
more powerful effect than the best argumeuis, 
has not only not impeded its progress, but on 
the contrary has accelerated its diffusion very 
materially, And when its adversaries fight 
with the arms of abuse, instead of those of sci- 
ence, which has hitherto always been the case 
with regard to Homeopathy, the friends of 
the latter become in proportion more firm and 
enthusiastic. Blind hostility can no more pre- 
vent or even retard the full establishment of 
Homeopathy, than opposition has been able 
to prevent the establishment of railways, or has 


vessels, or of any other of the many extraordi- 
nary discoveries of modern times, which are 
founded in truth. Thus, in spite of all oppo- 
sition, the system of Homeopathy has spread, 
and taken root in every part of the civilized 
world. The desciples and admirers of Hahne- 
mann have established homeopathic hospitals, 
dispensaries, periodicals, and societies, in dif- 
ferent parts of the Continent and Great Britain, 
as well as in America ; the homeopathic lite- 
rature counts several hundred separate works 
in various languages ; there are now more 
than two thousand professional men who openly 
avow their adherence to it, and a great number 
who have adopted its principles and, actuated 
by various motives, do not publicly come for- 
ward as Homeeopaths ; the number of its un- 
professional friends among the best educated 
and most intelligent portion of the publie in 
every country is so great and rapidly increas- 
ing, that the want of properly informed homao- 
pathic physicians is severely felt every where. 
The present state of Homeopathy is most satis- 
factory, and we may look to the future with 
well founded hope and confidence. “No body 
has a right,” says an illustrious statesman, “ to 
disturb, paralyise, or impede the intellectual 
progress of mankind. Such attempts always 
prove powerless in the end. The feeble human 
arm cannot long counteract the laws of nature, 
nor overthrow the order of the universe. Man 
may effect much if he confines himself to its 
external track; but he is soon seized, hurried 
away, and crushed by the great wheel of time, 
if he attempts to give it a retrograde motion,” 





OUR MATERIA MEDICA, 


To take the healthy man—the vital power 
undisturbed—sustaining the play of all his 
functions in harmony and giving him a drug 
until a derangement of that vital power has ta- 
ken place, then with accurate observation to 
mark all the aberrations from health, and this 
not upon one individual, but upon many, not 
upon one sex, but upon both—to record all the 
effects upon which there rests not a doubt, is 
the source of our Materia Medica. How firm 
and broad the basis—how sure the superstruc- 
ture, resting on facts—no new discovery can 
alter it, but confirm it, and no new theories cab 
overturn it. How important to a physician to 
know all the power of a drug about to be ad- 
ministered to the sick, whose frame is all alive 
to its impressions. If the healing principle of 
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the great Hahnemann be untrue, still his la- 
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bors in this respect are not lost : we know what 
is the disturbing power of the remedy used, 
_ and can recognise it in its action. But thanks 
to the Creator of the Universe, the law of heal- 
ing as taught by Hahnemann is true, and 
knows no exception. We can cure diseases 
and need not employ doses that poison the pa- 
tient, and make him feel in after life that the 
remedy was worse than the disease. I: isa 
blessing indeed—a blessing not yet fully ap- 
preciated by the world, as they know not the 
effects of large doses—how deeply they are im- 
pressed on the human organism,—how slowly 
they make a shipwreck of the constitution— 
how alternate their action; at one time appa- 
rently ceasing all effects and causing the 
poor sufferer to believe that he is at length 
struggling to health, then overwhelming him 
with a dark wave that either extinguishes hope, 
or rolls over, again to roll back with increased 
force. The cause of all this disturbance is not 
suspected ; for the disturbing effects of the last 
drug swallowed was not sufficiently known to 
be identified, Is ‘it not passing strange, that 
there can be found men professing to under- 
stand the Homeopathic Materia Medica and 
its practice—the truths it reveals—the action 
of drugs in the hands of Alleopathists, to them 
not known—the long duration of their effects, 
lasting sometimes months, years, and often 
ending only with life—how easy the human 
organism in disease is deranged ; yet with all 
this before them, would leave a certainty, 
for an uncertainty, when guessing will produce 
an irreparable mischief, and plunge into the 
uncertain sea of empiricism and prescribe a 
drug whose effects are but partially known. 
Hahnemann, so full of experience, so accu- 
rate in statement, so single eyed, says, “ An in- 
finitely greater number of diseases are cured 
by .these means, (Homeopathic) and in a far 
safer and more certain manner, than by a 
treatment guided by the general and special 
therapeutics of All@opathy, with all its un- 
known and mixed medicines, which only al- 
ter and impare, but cannot cure chronic disea- 
ses, and rather retard than promote recovery 
from those that are acute.” They apologise 
for the desertion and assert, they cannot find 
a similitude to the diseases they would cure in 
our Materia Medica—not, that it is not there, 
but they have not the patience, the industry, 
or the time to seek it out ; or perhaps the ability 
is wanting to discriminate between remedies 
which have many things in common—aye, 
there’s the rub, It requires exact and close 





———_ 
attention and constant study to practice Ho. 
moopathy well. It is far easier to suppres 
an intermittent fever with quinine, than to note 
with accuracy the duration of the chill with jjs 
conditions ; the character of ‘the fever with jis 
conditions; and the character of the sweat’anj 
its conditions; and the state of the patient dy. 
ring the absence of the paroxysm, and then wii) 
discrimination select the remedy most like the 
state of the sufferer. 

Hahnemann understood these gentleman 
when he asks who of our every day colleagues 
would undertake such laborious researches ? 
when he can tap upon his well-filled receipi. 
book and say, “ Thou art my comfort ; never 
can I bein doubt what to prescribe when! 
have thee at hand. It may go with my pa. 
tients as it likes; Iam quite safe. These 
receipts of the learned masters, as long as 
I prescribe them, no person can find faut 
with me.” In lieu of Homeopathic remedies 
they would thus take the light empiricism fur. 
nishes ; but for this inconsiderate rashness let 
Hahnemann himself rebuke them. “ What 
a reprobate course that isto pursue, when call- 
ed to the aid of asick person, to make hin 
still worse in consequence of some absurd pre- 
conceived notions, and, without caring about 
the selection of the proper remedy, to rob him 
of the remainder of his health, of his life it 
self, with inappropriate, consequently injurious 
drugs.” “The present age, with its evident 
tendency to increasing sympathy and warm 
philanthropy (the greatest of virtues) will cer- 
tainly not submit longer to this lavish and 
hard-hearted waste of human life; and hence 
it will know how to appreciate the divine re- 
velation of the pure actions of remedies which 
Homeopathy has given tothe world, a know- 
ledge of which is indispensable to the true phy- 
sician, to enable him to restore (when Jost) that 
most precious of all earthly possessions—healt), 
and so to raise himself to rank among the greai- 
est benefactors of humanity.” 


HOMCEOPATHY DISAPPROVES OF 
THE INDISCRIMINATE USE OF 
MINERAL WATERS AND 
SEA BATHING. 


As it isan unalterable principle in Homeo- 
pathic practice, not to make use of any medi- 
cinal agents for the eure of diseases the effects 
of which have not been previously ascertain- 
ed with clearness and precision, it cannot, of 
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course, approve of the usual random practice 
of drinking mineral waters and of bathing in 
the sea. With the exceptions of the waters of 
Teplitz, the exact effects on the human body 
of none of this large class of medicinal agents 
have yet been ascertained, and long experience 
ought to have shown by this time, how very 
ious their good effects are in most cases, 
and ‘how injurious they prove to many. Each 
of the different mineral waters, whether sul- 
phureous, chalybeate or saline, has its own spe- 
cific effects on the human frame, and the only 
rational method of employing them for the 
cure of diseases would be to select them accor- 
ding to the similarity of their effects on the 
frame in health. In order to procure the good 
effects, which the patient vainly expects, un- 
jess the waters are specifically adapted to his 
case, an immoderate quantity is usually drank, 
which finally effects a strong derivation upon 
the intestinal canal or the urinary organs, and 
may thus produce, like other derivatives, tem- 
relief. From this effect, combined 
with change of air and scene, active exercise, 
absence of strong mental exertion, the plea- 
sures of society, &c.; patients frequently de- 
rive a marked benefit from their visit to the 
spas. But the disappearance of these causes 
is generally followed by disappearance of the 
benefit, and in most cases the disorder which 
was supposed to be radically cured, reappears 
in its former shape and intensity. They thus 
act, in most cases, only as palliatives, and like 
all other remedies of that kind, finally fail of 
producing the desired effect. But in many ca- 
ses they do not even produce a temporary ben- 
efit, on the contrary injure the patient’s health 
and constitution most decidedly ; and this is 
amuch more frequent effect inan is generally 
supposed by the public. Accordiug to their 
different chemical composition they often pro- 
duce tendency of blood to the head, weakness 
of digestion, piles, liver complaint, gravel, 
chronic irritation of the intestinal canal, and 
many minor chronic symptoms which are sel- 
dom attributed to their right cause. 

Much the same remarks apply to the indis- 
criminate practice of bathingin the sea. Sea- 
water being a compound of five or six power- 
ful medicinal agents, must, like all other med- 
icines, have its own specific morbific effects 
on the human frame, and could only be rec- 
ommended with a rational expectation of ben- 
efit according to those effects, if they were prop- 
erly known. Such, however, not being the 
Case, it is for the present a mere random prac- 





tice to recommend sea-bathing in any case, 
and unless people know from experience, that 
it agrees with them, they expose themselves to 
all its numerous bad effects, particularly if 
practised in the usual injudicious manner. 

We quote in conclusion the following very 
judicious remarks of Sir Arthar Clarke on the 
subject: ‘We now come to the examination 
of a practice which has prevailed in all ages 
and all nations; and one that may be élassed 
among the many subjects which, to the casual 
observer, seem to demand neither medical skill 
study nor consideration of any kind- I mean 
the practice of sea-bathing ; for not only do 
most people imagine they understand this mat- 
ter sufficiently for their own guidance, but af- 
fect to become the advisers of others as to its 
value and efficacy. It does not, however, fol- 
low, that what is thus supposed to be under- 
stood by all, isreally understood by any ; and 
it is now an unquestionable fact, that many of 
the most popular and universally received 
maxims connected with sea-bathing, are dia- 
metrically opposed to the soundest medical 
opinions of the present day, and to the most 
unquestionable facts and experience. Yet to 
hint that bathing in the sea is not as univer- 
sally beneficial to the human frame, as breath- 
ing the fresh air, would, until very lately, have 
been met with the sneers of incredulity or 
considered as the proof of folly or of igno- 
rance.” 

“On subjects which concern even health, 
convenience and comfort, mankind general}y 
adopt the traditional opinions of their aeigh- 
borhood or country, without the trouble of 
thinking or judging for themselves ; the uni- 
versality of a custom being regarded as a sa- 
fer test than the most enlightened enquiry, or 
the’n:ost convincing facts and experience.” 

“ | know no subject to which these observa- 
tions are more explicable than the one before 
us-” 

“To the inhabitants of a country possessing 
an extensive line of sea-eoast, bathing becomes 
almost habitual; and being in general associ- 
ated with many agreeable circumstances, it 
assumes the character of a positive enjoy- 
ment.” 

“Jt is necessarily accompanied with a 
change of scene, air, and situation ; it requires 
exercise, and involves a relaxation from busi- 
nesss. So many cases are also recorded, and 
in every one’s mouth, of restored appetite, 
strengii and health, resulting from the prac- 
tice, that it is regarded as a sort of panacea; 
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and to question its efficacy, is only to risk the 
imputation of being too timid or too wise.” 

“ In the teeth, however, of these alarming de- 
nunciations, I hazard the assertion, that there 
is not a more prolific source of colds, consump- 
tions and chronic diseases, than sea-bathing, 
as practised in this country and in Great Brit- 
ain.” 

“ Not only do those who live near the sea- 
coast think it necessary to enjoy this health-en- 
suring custom, but those residing even at a dis- 
tance of fifty miles in the interior of our island 
migrate in thousands, with their whole fami- 
lies to the nearest coast, to have the benefit of 
a month or six weeks’ sea-bathing, and thus 
lay in a store of health to carry them over the 
rigors of the winter, Those who have wit- 
nessed the crowds that yearly visit the shores 
of Dublin, Rostrevor, Belfast, and the whole 
coast of Antrim and Derry, can form a just 
conception of the indiscriminate nature of 
the practice. A single case of improved 
health becomes a motive for a whole neigh- 
borhood to visit the sea in the ensuing year ; 
the medical nomenclature is brought into re- 
quisition, and each requires his annual correc- 
tive, or restorative, or alterative; while the 
mischief created by the practice, the victims it 
has destroyed, and the many constitutions it 
has undermined, and in which it has deposi- 
ted the germ of future disease, debility and 
consumption, are either overlooked or placed 
to the account of other causes.” 

“In this way is custom established—in this 
way is health sported with—the male constitu- 
tion is injured, and the female deranged- 
Where medical research and experience, how- 
ever, have detected errors of any hitherto re- 
ceived opinion or custom, it is the part of the 
physician to lay before the public such com- 
mupications as will compel the heedless to 


pause and the reflecting to think.” 
C. V., &e. 


HOMCEOPATHY THE ONLY TRUE 
PRINCIPLE IN THERAPEUTICS. 


Understanding the peculiar and character- 
sitic action of each drug or remedial agant 
upon the system, the physician is enabled to 
detect similar or corresponding action when 
the result of disease. Having the ability to 
recognize a condition of the system analogous 
to or like that which might be produced by 
some one or more drugs, his own good sense 


and judgement would deter him from ventyr. 
ing, in such cases, upon crude or often repeated 
doses of such drugs. He would at once appre. 
hend danger from the administration of reme. 
dies, the tendency of whose action is to move 
the vital current in a direction thatthe disturb. 
ing cause had already given it, and, obeyine 
the natural impulse growing out of a know. 
ledge of causes and effects, he would Stay his 
course and touch the springs, so perfectly at his 
control, with a light hand. Conceiving the ob. 
ject to be attained—the indication to be fulfilled, 
his efforts would be, not to produce increased 
action, and drive on the deranged vita! current 
in the wrong direction, lash its fury, and seek 
to overpower, rather than to guide its course 
and assuage its violence ; but to establish a re. 
action, and to set up a counter current in the 
roused energies of the vital power, and restore 
its accustomed equilibrium. 

Fully appreciating the subtle nature of the 
Vital principle, its extreme susceptibility (an- 
surpassed by any thing we know in nature) to 
the influence of the various agents which, being 
in harmony with, are capable of moving and 
disturbing it, how cautious would he be to er- 
hibit a counter disturbing agent approaching 
to, similating it, in nature, in subtlety and spi- 
rituality. 

Knowing the specific action and effects of 
drugs upon the human system—carefully re- 
cognising and recording the effects of any dis- 
turbing agent—understanding both the charac- 
teristic symptoms of the disease, and of the drug, 
the physician could readily determine the effect 
of his remedies in any given case, whether 
given in an opposite condition to such as they 
will produce, or in one corresponding to it, 
like it.* 

Should he find that, in selecting a remedy 
| whose action is opposite to the existing condi- 
| tion, he produced no effects either alterative 
| merely, or curatively so, he would discover in 
this no principle, no relation, no rule to guide 
him in other cases. Should he in selecting 
remedies whose action is like that of the dis- 
ease, produce an aggravated condition, he 
would suspected some natural relation of the re- 
medy to it. Should he thusestablish an im- 
mediate and curative reaction, he would be 
convinced that he had discovered a principle 
of cure, a relation between his remedies and 
disease, and a rule to guide him in their selec- 
tion. If he find his remedies producing cura- 
tive alterations of the vital power when given 
in conditions similating their own pathogenetic 
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effects, and not when administered upon an op- 


posite principle, he would conclude he had dis- 
covered the true, and the only principle upon 
which the curative effects of drugs are produced. 

“The curative powers of medicines being 
no wise discoverable in themselves; a fact 
which few will venture to dispute; and pure 

iments which have been made even by 
the most skilful observers not exhibiting any 
thing to our view which could be capable of 
rendering them medicines or curative reme- 
dies, except the faculty which they possess of 
producing manifest changes in the general state, 
particularly with persons in health, in whom 
they excite morbid symptoms of a very decided 
character. We ought to conclude from this 
that when medicines act as remedies, they can- 
not exercise their curative virtue but by the 
faculty which they possess of modifying the 
general state of the economy, and giving birth to 
peculiar symptoms. Consequently, we ough) 
torely solely upon the morbid appearances 
which medicines excite in healthy persons, the 
only possible manifestation of the curative vir- 
tues which they possess, in order to iearn what 
malady each of them produces individually, 
and at the same time what diseases they are 
capable of curing ” 

“ But, as we can discover nothing to remove 
in disease in order to change it into health, ex- 
cept the ensemble of the symptoms ; as we also 
perceive nothing curative in medicines but 
their faculty of producing morbid symptoms in 
persons* who are healthy, and of removing 
them from those who are diseased. It very 
naturally follows that medicines assume the 
character of remedies, and become capable of 
annihilating disease in no other manner than 
by exciting particular appearances or symp- 
toms; or to express it more clearly, a certain 
artificial disease which destroys the previous 
symptoms ;—that igto say, the natural disease 
which they intend to cure. On the other hand, 
if we wish to destroy the entire symptoms of a 
disease, we ought to choose a medicine which 
has a tendency to excite similar or opposite 
symptoms, according to that which experience 
may point out to us as the easiest, safest, and 
most permanent means of removing the symp- 
toms of the disease, and of restoring health, 
whether it be by opposing to the latter medici- 
nal symptoms that are similar or contrary.” 





DR. WELLS,—No. 3. 


Messrs Editors : 

It has been stated that the fact that highly 
attenuated drugs have power to cure disease is 
capable of proof. Any competent man may 
know it if he will. He is not to suppose that 
the evidence of this will force itself into his 
mind against his will or without his consent. 
Knowledge ,of any subject is not obtained so. 
and in the knowledge of this there is nothing to 
render it an exception. In the same way that 
he gathers the evidence of any truth let him 
seek the proofs of this, and if he proceeds with 
a diligent hand and a spirit willing to be in- 
structed by the facts which meet him in his 
way, he will not be long left to the indulgence 
of complaisant, “ want of confidence;” nor will 
he find it easy again to be guilty of derision or in- 
vective of those whose only sin against him has 
been the possession of a truth he lacked. Let 
him not supvose that this investigation can be 
properly entered on without in the first place, 
some knowledge of the Materia Medica. Not 
that jumble of inanity and contradictions un- 
der this name we were obliged to plod through 
in the schools, but of that which contains a re- 
cord of the positive effects of drugs on the body 
in a state of health. Let him take a case of 
disease with well marked symptoms, gather all 
those symptoms according to the directions of 
the Organon—and there are no others which 
can compare with them—let him commit these 
symptoms, thus obtained, to writing, in so clear 
a manner that any intelligent man in the pro- 
fession can understand them, then let him com- 
pare them with the effects of drugs recorded in 
our Materia Medica, and select that one which 
has been ascertained to produce symptoms 
most like those he has recorded, and then give 
the attenuated drug, and after waiting a proper 
time, if no effect follows, let him make a record 
of the fact. Let him repeat observations in 
this manner, and if he obtains no results, when 
he has made a sufficient number to prove 
the truth or falsehood of any other important 
matter, and these all show no effect from the 
doses, let him publish the facts he has ob- 
served, and he can thus bring legitimate dis- 
grace on such doses and those who advocate 
them. By indulgence in “ want of confidence,” 
resting content upon supposed “ improbabili- 
ties,” and resort to invective and ridicule he will 
merely bring disgrace on himself. If these 
could have destroyed the doctrines of Hahne- 
mann, they would long since have sunk un- 
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der the storms which have fallen on their 
heads. But, sirs, they have left no scar on any 
one of the truths he taught. These still remain 
clear as the sun, and fair as the moon. They 
have never suffered save from obscuring clouds 
thrown over their clear front by professed 
friends. These have given the deadliest thrusts 
when, Judas like, they have been ready to be- 
tray with insinuations of the inadequacy of po- 
tentized drugs to cure the diseases they are at 
times called to treat, and to fly to the miserable 
resources of the school they professed to have 
abjured and abandoned: insinuations which 
you know well have foundation only in indivi- 
dual incompetency to apply those potences for 
the cure of those diseases. Such recreancy 
may and has injured the progress of the truth 
—but ridicule and invective only “retarn to 
plague the inventor." The true followers of 
Hahnemann have never feared these pitiful 
weapons, but they have had, and still have rea- 
son to dread the temporary influence of such 
pusilanimity and turpitade on the part of no- 
minal members of their own school. I say 
temporary, because it is well understood that 
the issue of this will inevitably be, they only 
will fall into the pit which their own hands 
have digged. The ignorant may regard such 
insinuations as concessions demanded by truth 
and candor, and such practice as evincing minds 
too large for the narrow limits imposed by par- 
ty and prejudice; but the intelligent will not 
fail to appreciate both and refer them to their 
true source. Sirs, the authors of these will ul- 
tima’+ly get to themselves a character, although 
at present they only seem to wound the trath, 
and in the minds ofsome, disgrace its friends. 
And if the character they achieve be such as is 
satisfactory to themselves, the true friends of 
Homeeopathy will be spared one painful expe- 
rience they cannot but anticipate : they will not 
be called to sympathise with the regrets which 
disappointment is certain to excite in those who 
have been their supposed friends. 

But why this dread, if the evils instanced are 
destined to cure themselves! Because the pro- 
gress of any truth in our world is but too slow, 
under the nost favorable circumstances, for the 
best welfare of our race, and where so great an 
amount of educated influence strongly excited 
self interest, and sedulously inculcated preju- 
dice are to be overcome, as in the case of the 
truths of Hahnemann, its advancement is suffi- 
ciently laborious and difficult, to demand all 
the energies and patience its friends are likely 
to bring to its support. The obstacles from 





without are enough and more than enough 
try the courage of most men, and from these 
some even turn away discouraged ; but if the 
greater evils from within are added to the 
amount, is not the sum of difficulty so great as 
to warrant a dread of temporary disaster? The 
professed homeopathist is supposed to under. 
stand the matter, to have proved the inadequacy 
he insinuates, and to have ascertained, experi. 
mentally, the insufficiency of the means he 
abandons, and the superior efficacy of those i 
which he resorts in emergency. And if this te 
so, the plain inference to most minds, who have 
not learned for themselves the facts, is, that the 
greater power to cure is in allopathic means, 
and the practice of these men is adduced conf. 
dently as proof of the correctness of their con. 
clusion, And who shall say if the premises 
be true, that their conclusion is not just? J have 
reason to know that to many intelligent minds 
this practice is perfeetly convincing proof no 
only of the worthlessness of homeeopathia, but 
of the knavery of those who practice these re. 
sorts in emergencies, and yet pretend to the su- 
periority ot homeopathia in general, and would 
be themselves regarded as iis practitioners. If 
there be any well-grounded reasons for thee 
resorts, other than such as belong to the indivi- 
duals themselves, I ask, are not their conclu- 
sions just? If homeeopathia be not adequate 
to emergencies it is not the thing its friends 
pretend; and it is neither worth defending nor 
preserving. If it be not equal to emergencies, 
its advocates are impostors—the very imposiors 
its opponents have declared them to be. They 
have proclaimed it nothing less than the grea! 
law of specifics, and are not specifics equal 1 
emergencies ? The truth is, sirs, this class of 
practitioners stand in precisely the same rela- 
tion to the whole affair as those other men who 
are content with skepticism and improbabilities. 
They, if they are honest gen, are yet to gain 
that knowledge of the materia medica, and in- 
stitute those experiments which are sufficient 
to establish the truth or falsehood of any as 
sumed facts in the premises. If they have 
already entered on the proof and have ascer- 
tained the insufficiency of homeepathic means, 
why are they still its pretended practitioners ! 
If they have not, whence then are these insinu- 
ations ? and why these unworthy resorts in 
practice ? If homceopathia be only equal to the 
cure of diseases, which if let alone will cure 
themselves, or at most require only the feebler 
means, then it is utterly worthless, as its ene- 
mies have contended, for it isevident, a fortiori, 
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that that which has power to overcome the 
greater has power to overcome the less—and 
allopathy is adequate to all our wants—we 
have only to understand that and we are mas- 
ters at once of the great means of healing. If 
there be in the nature of the case, any founda- 
tion for this “mixed practice,” the judgement 
of worthlessness and knavery is just. If there 
be nosuch ground, and it is contended most 
earnestly that there is none, is there not great 
evil in this course, when it leads to such esti- 
mates of truth, and of truth, too, no less impor- 
ant than the health of our race; and is not 
temporary inapediment to the progress of such 
truth a legitimate cause of alarjn ? 


LAWS OF HEALTH—DISEASE. 


“ The causes of disease are of two descrip- 
tions: the one, among other deleterious agents, 
embraces mechanical inquiries, errors in quan- 
tity or quality of our dlet; chemical changes 
of the atmospher, together with many moral 
and physical affections. This elass of disturb- 
ing causes gives rise to diseases of simple in- 
flammation, to neuresis, hermorrhages, drop- 
sies, and to those morbid secretions or deposi- 
tions which occasion diabetes, cancer, phthisis- 
or other malady, according to the idiosyncrasy 
of the patient, 

“ The other description of causes are mias- 
mata, secreted either by the patient’s person, or 
else generated by other scources, known or un- 
known, and which contaminate the healthy re- 
cipient either through the medium of the atmos- 
phere or by direct contact. This class of 
causes engenders diseases of a specific charae- 
ler, as syphilis, typhus fever, scarlet fever, 
small-pox,” é&c.* 

The author above, as is quite characteristic 
of all allopathie writers, has confounded the 
exciting causes of disease with the latent, in- 
herent, predisposing cause existing in the sys- 
tem; and which only awaits the operation of 
the “ disturbing causes” above enumerated, to 
develope it—to rouse it into action. “ Idiosyn- 
crasy” is used to express a peculiar habit or 
conformation of bedy by which the same agent 
makes a different impression on different indi- 
viduals, or an unaccountable liability of some 
individuals to be affected by certain agents 
which do not disturb others at all. 

It is the predisposition of inidviduals to be 


* William's E'ements of Medicine. 





affected by one or the other of the many pecu- 
liar disturbing agents that constitutes idiosyn- 
crasy. In the absence of which (idiosyncrasy) 
it is not to be credited that the ordinary dis- 
turbing causes would produce ’ diabetes,’ ‘can- 
cer,’ ‘ phthisis,’ or ‘ dropsy.’ 

This idiosyncrasy, or predisposition to the 
influence of the exciting causes of disease, 
must be owing to the existence of some virus 
whichjhas impressed the system,in a manner pe- 
culiar to itself,and which has in itself a tendency 
to fasten upon some one or more organs or tis- 
sues, or is determined upon them, by the opera- 
tion of the exciting causes. Of the existence of 
this latent virus, as the origin and cause of the 
innumerable chronic affections, there is abund- 
ant reason to believe. Of the nature of it there 
is"doubt and ignorance. To give it a name no 
more reveals its nature than does that of cho- 
lera or smail-pox explain the mystery in which 
the undetected causes of those violent diseases 
is enshrouded. 

Having invaded the system it produces a 
permanent impression, and as prior to its ino- 
vation, the vital action was established—deter- 
mined in a manner peculiar to health—to the 
normal conditiou of the system; so now it is 
determined by the nature of the miasm which 
has impressed it. The vital action is altered, 
and now corresponds to the influence of the dis- 
turbing cause, and the change is permanent : 
the impression remains to the end of life, unless 
it be opposed by an antidote—by a specific re- 
medy, having the power to rid the system of 
the evil and restore the vital power to ils natu- 
rai and healthy action. 

When this idiosyncracy does not exist, the 
system will resist the influence of bad diet, 
“ chemical and mechanical changes of the at- 
mosphere,” and all sorts of “ deleterious influ- 
ences,” or only suffer from their operation, in- 
conveniencies, which disappear with the causes 
giving rise to them. 

The capacity for endurance which the con- 
stitution under such circumstances possesses is 
astonishing. There are individuals who defy 
the ordinary exciting causes of disease ; laugh 
at the circumstances which are so fraught with 
apprehension and danger to others; ridicule 
the causes from which others retreat in horror. 

Where this “ idiosyncrasy,” does exist, the 
slightest injury becomes a serious difficulty ; 
the least change in diet is followed by the se- 
verest sufferings ; the change of the atmosphere 
is anticipated by a long list of ailments; and 
exciting moral affections produce general 
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disturbance and often the most evil conse- 
quences. 

Diabetes, cancer, phthisis, &c. then, are 
owing to a latent virus or miasm in the sys- 
tem, which becomes developed under the in. 
fluence of‘certain disturbing’ causes. 

The chronic affections have existed since 
the earliest period of human history. The mi- 
asm giving rise to them, in its secondary form, 
has always afflicted mankind, and has been 
transinitted from generation to generation. 


CASES 
FROM DR. KIRBY'S CASE BOOK. 


Sept. 17th, 1846.— Miss R. C., aged 22; tall 
and slim ; light blue eyes ; light hair ; face pale. 
Had a catarrh in Feburary last, with cough, 
pain in the chest and headache. Took an ad- 
vertised medicine. The cough went off after a 
while, but the pain in the chest continued. 
About a month ago an allopathic physician 
advised a blister on the chest, pills and other 
medicines ; all of which was complied with. 
She is now very feeble and emaciated; cannot 
take much exercise; has a cough and raises a 
frothy matter streaked with blood ; oceasionally 
the matter expectorated is thick and greenish. A 
recumbent position causes coughing, and short 
nessofbreath. The upper part of the right side 
of the chest, and also across the middle of it, feels 
sore and hurts on full breathing; also, sharp 
pains in right side of the chest, like stitches; 
voice feeble—it exhausts her to converse. Chills 
every afternoon, followed by a hot skin and 
flushed face, and profuse sweat at night. She 
is uneasy at night and does not sleep well. 
Duli heavy pain in the temples. Bowels regu- 
lar; catamenia regular. There is tenderness 
in some part of spinal column on pressing 
upon it. Pressing upon the ganglia along the 
dorsal portion of the spine, causes severe shoot- 
ing pains in the right side, and middle of the 
chest. She says, “I have a gone, weak, and 
sinking feeling at the pit of the stomach, espe- 
cially in the morning, soon after rising from 
bed ; also a tenderness or sore feeling at pit of 
the stomach.” Pulse, 120. 

This record was taken at 2 o'clock p.m. Al- 
though the entire case did not indicate aconite ; 
yet, on account of the stitches and shooting 
pains in the chest; three pellets of the 30th att. 
of that drug were placed upon her tongue. And 
Phos. 30th att., three pellets, to be taken the 
following morning were given. 





————_, 
Sept. 28th. Miss R. C. ealled on me to-day, 
and stated, “[do not cough so much—fee| 
very little oppression of the chest ;—pain and 
soreness of it gone ; Ido not expectorate any 
blood, and very litile of any thing. I am much 
stronger; my hoarseness nearly gone; voice 
clearer. Ihave walked nearly a mile and do 
not feel weary. I have no chills, but feel un. 
naturally warm every afternoon—do not sweat 
atnight; appetite improved. Have lively and 
animated feelings. 1 can now lay down with 
out coughing; breath freely, and it does not 
hurt me to breath ; I sleep all night undisturbed.” 

In consequence cf this clear evidence of 
improvement, no medicine was given. 

Oct. 26. R.C. called today. She said, “| 
do not feel sick at all. I should not have visited 
you again had you not sent for me, as I feel so 
well. I am much stronger; voice is a litle 
weak; cough very slight; I ‘am incrcasing in 
flesh. I do occasionally, of a morning, raise a 
little yellowish matter.” 

Gave sulph. 400, att. Requested her to call 
again in a month. 

W. H. O. was brought to my office on the 
morning of Oct. 3d, 1846. His mother stated 
that he was one year old, and had always beea 
well, until a week ago. A fever came on with 
looseness of the bowels; and since tha 
time he has had from six to eight evacuations 
from his bowels daily, of matter, which is 
sometimes black or very dark; and at other 
times brownish, together with blood with much 
straining. There seems to be pain accom 
panying his evacuations, for he cries and 
moves his body as if he had colic pains. He 
has wasted in flesh very much; sleeps with 
his eyes half open. He is ill-tempered and 
cries a good deal. The evacuations take place 
mostly in the day time, and very seldom a 
night. He has been fed with “ crackers, wheai 
bread, tea and other things.” 

Mercurius, arsenic, pulsat. and cham. are ol 
indicated, inasmach as the evacuations from ‘he 
bowels are not at night; neither is the strain- 
ing sufficiently violent for these ; aud the color 
of the discharges are not peculiar to these drags; 
as several others have the same, as Bryonia, 
Sepia, magnesia muriatica, phos., and vera. 

The sickness of this child most likely * 
caused by errors of diet. Nuzx vom. is mote 
frequently suited to affections arising from in- 
proper food than any other drug; and i 
seems appropriate to the whole case. Gav? 
Nucx vom. 200 att., two pellets.—Cured in 24 
hours, 
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Oct. 15th, 1846. A.W. aged 14. Inflamma-|us;’ is less and less disposed to believe in the 


: ils. special adaptation of drugs to special and mor- 
tion and coe age a on wales and more and more in the 
throat. Sensation as 1! there was a tumor 1M | 1-241 principles of hygiene and therapeutics 
the throat. Shivering, alternating with heat. | With one single admission only would I hesi- 
Stinging in the throat, extending to the ears. | tate to accord. You ascribe immense influence 


. 30th. t. . Is|to Hahnemann as a reformer of regular prac- 
Bell., 30, and Hepar sulph-, 30th, Oct. 16th. Is |tice. In this country, his doctrine and course 


well. | of treatment have had bat little effect on the 
|*regulars.’ In the cities they have long become 


less active; but if any one is entitled to the 
CORRESPONDENCE WITH credit more than another here, it is Broussais. 


Dr. FORBES. Nowhere, not even in France, were his views 
so extensively embraced ; and under their adop- 
We furnish our readers with another letter | tion, the excessive bleedings of the Rush School 
from our own country to Dr. F. We regret | and the hypercatharsis in use every where were 
that the writer should have fallen into an error seg bred | The rnc pod hf a 
| in charging the school of Homepathy with | ver. of the day has also, | apprehend, had much 
publishing a “ garbled” copy of Dr. F’s paper. |to do in bringing about this salutary refor- 
No such thing has been done, unless he refers | mation.” 
toseveral reviews; in that case, he shows a! “In this country, his doctrine and course of 
want of candor. The fact is, the work was /|treatment have had but little effect on the ‘re 
published entire in this city, and at the sugges- | gulars,’ &c. We ask the writer of the above 
tion of the Physicians of our school. letter on whom then has the doctrines and 
We do not know who first propagated the | practice of Hahnemann had an effect? There 
slander, that the disciples of Hahnemann are | are in this country probably one thousand pro- 
deceivers ; advocating and doing what they | fessed adherents and practitioners of homeo- 
| know to be false; and employing all sorts of | pathy, and more than four fifths of these, have 
| tickery to dupe the public. We say, we do/ been regularly educated in the profession, and 
' not know who first set a going this vile slan-| are so acknowledged. Such a misrepresenta- 


' der—nor do we care to know, so long as we | tion shows at least some effect on the writer of 
are conscious of its falsity ; it is now returning, | the above letter. Perhaps however, he is “one 
on the principle of reaction, with a mighty | of those philosophers who see clear through 
force upon the heads of those who were vile | every thing”. 

enough to aid in the attempt to disgrace a por- 
tion of the profession as talented, learned, in-} DOSES AND THEIR REPETITION. 
+ dustrious and honest as any part of it. 


“ Long experience has now sufficiently 
" (America) Feb. 28th, 1846. | shown that there exists in practice no essential 

“The article has created quite a sensation | difference between the effect of one and a 
here, and knowing well that it could be laid |jarger number of globules, nor between glo- 


hold of by the homeeopathists, and garbled as , : 
it has been, | myself was anxious that it should bules of different eines, nor altogether between 


be reprinted in full, so that no permanent mis- | 8° called small and large homaopathic doses, 
representation might exist. The favorable por- | and that the dispute about that matter is almost 
lion of your remarks has already been extracted | fytile. If homeopathic practitioners were all 


by th ists , , , , 
panera varare og | ahem As wer equally well acquainted with their Materia 


have endeavoured to show that you are not| Medica, and thus enabled to choose the righé 
consistent, by contrasting your admissions in| medicine in most cases, such dispute could 
regard to the reform produced by the practice scarcely have arisen. A mach more impor- 


of Hahnemann with your exposition of its ab- a ee = i : - 
surdities. The hake guile seconds signally | ‘nt point in this dispute is that relating to the 


with my own views. In regard to the ‘agenda, | repetition of the doses. Hahnemann recom- 
a &c.,” I have scarcely any objection | mends, that once it is manifest to the physician, 
make, Whilst 1 lived in » | was ge-| that the medicine has taken effect, he ought 


herally regarded as an ‘ inert practitioner,’ be-| . A 2 ene 
cause I did not practice the energetic and heroic | either to abstain from giving the medicine any 


‘reatment universal there; and since then my | further, or, at least, be exceedingly cautious 
eo agencies have been considered to be-| in its repetition, and rather wait till it ceases 
go masterly inactivity.’ I apprehend to produce any further beneficial effects, when 


that in the progress of life, every one becomes : 
less and less active ; is more and more dispo- | he may repeat or changp it, as the case may 


sed to attend to the ‘divinity that stirs within | require ; that a frequent repetition, when it is 
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not necessary, often impedes the good effects of 
the medicine, or produces an aggravation of 
the disease. This simple and rational rule did 
not satisfy a number of spurious homceopaths, 
who, in their anxiety to perform the impossi- 
ble task of uniting the two methods, Homeo- 
pathy and Allaopathy, thought this rule pe- 
dantic. Experience, however, has taught 
others, and, we believe, a number of them- 
selves also, that Hahnemann’s rule is the only 
true and really useful guide ; and that the more 
closely the practitioner adheres to it, the great- 
er are his chances of arriving at those bril- 
liant results, which characterized the practice 
of Hahnemann.” 


Wil! our friends in the country, to whom the 
Journal is sent, so far oblige us as to forward 
their own, and if possible, the subscriptions 
of others friendly to Homamopathia and the ef- 
forts of the Journal to advance it? We have 
to republish some numbers, aad shall soon 
have to make arrangeme.ts for an enlarged 
edition, and for these reasons, attention to this 
matter, at this time, would be esteemed an es- 
pecial favor. 


A Manael of Homaopathic Cookery, (18mo.) 
designed chiefly for the use of such persons 
as are under Homeopathic treatment. By 
the wife of a Homeopathic Physician. 

With addilions by the wife of an American 
aes Phystcian. 

** The rapid advance which of late years has 
been made by Homceopathy, denhands the per- 
fection of its machinery in all directions, and 
among other things, the publication of a Cook- 
ery Book, constructed on principles of homzo- 
pathic dietetics, will, we think, be found to be 
not without its uses.” 

Published by Wm. Radde, New York. 
C. L. Rademacher, Philadelphia. 








J. F.DESILVER, 112 Main St., Cincinnati, 
Ohio, is the Agent for the West, of the Homepa- 
thic Pharmacy at Leipsic. Physicians and others 
can always be supplied at this establishment with 
pure medicines adapted to the homeopathic sys- 
tem of treatment ; medicine chests suited to Dr. 
Herring's Domestic Physician ; refined sugar of 
milk, &c. Also Agent for the American Journal 
of Homeopathy edited by Drs, Kirby and Snow. 
New York; a semi-monthly publication at one 
dollar a year and adapted to lay readers, 


HOMCEOPATHIC DISPENSARY AT THE 
Apollo Rooms, 410 Broadway. Open daily (Sun. 
day excepted,) at 12, M. 

Physicians in attendance, Mondays and Thurs. 
days, Drs. Kirby and Barlow; Tuesdays, Drs. 
Cook and Snow; Wednesdays and Saturdays, 
Drs. Quin and Bowers; Fridays, Drs. Joslin and 
Bayard. 

SMITH’S HOMC@2OPATHIC PHARMACY. 

No. 488 Broadway, corner of Broome street. 
John T. Smith has a iarge assortment of Homeo. 
pathic Medicines, in tinctures, triturations, dilv. 
tions and globules; Arnica flowers ; Sugar of Milk, 
Pure Alcohol, Distilled Water, Pellets, &c., & 
Physician’s Pocket and Family Cases of Medicine 
on hand, and prepared to order. a@Homoputhic 
Plasters a substitute for ordinary Court and Ad. 
hesive Plaster, and an excellent application for 
Corns. 


GENERAL AGENCY ‘of the Central Ho- 
meopathic Pharmacy at Leipsic for the United 
States, No. 322 Broadway. Wm. Radde respect- 
fully informs Hom. Physicians and the friends of 
the System, that he is the sole Agent for the Leip. 
sic Central Homoopathic Pharmacy, and that he 
has always on hand a good assortment of the best 
Homeopathic Tinctures and Medicines in their 
different Triturations and Dilutions: also Physi- 
cian’s Pocket and Family Medicine Cases, con- 
taining from 27 to 300 vials. Pure Spirits of 
Wine. Fine Vials, different sizes, and made 
of white glass. Corks. Diet Papers. Labels. 
Homeopathic Chocolate, Arnica Plaster, an ex: 
cellent application for Corns. Also an assortment 
of Hom. Books, in English, German, and French ; 
as Jhar’s Manual of Hom. Practice, in 2 vols., By 
A. Gerard Hull, M. D. Hahnemain’s Chronic 
Diseases, in 5 vols., by Ch. J. Hempel, M. D. 
Hahnemann’s Materia Medica, 2 vols., by Ch. J. 
Hempell, &c. 


Cc. L. RADEMACHER, 39 North 4th street, 
between Arch and Cherry streets Philadelphia, 
Agent for the Leipsic Homeopathic Medicines, 
respectfully informs the Homeopathic Phisicians 
and the friends of the Homeopathic system, that 
he has always on hand a good assortment of Ho- 
maopathic Medicines in their different prepart- 
tions, viz : Tinciures, Triturations, Dilutions, and 
medicated Pellets. 

Medicine Chests of different sizes for Physi- 
cians, with Tinctures and Triturations, Dilutions, 
or medicated Pellets. Also constantly on hand, 
Family Medicine Chests to suit, Hering’s Domes- 
tie Physician; Laurie’s Homeopathic Domestic 
Medicine ; Epp’s Domestic Homeopathy ; Nev- 
man’s Homeopathic Family Assistant ; and ‘> 
Family Guide. Also Refined Sugar of Milk, A! 
coho!, Vials of different sizes, Corks, Labels, et® 
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